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The following pages are taken from a resource book for 
schools written to support preparation for a participative 
Theatre-in-Education programme called ‘Every Man’s 

Door’, aimed at Victorian History and Science. They may 
continue to be useful for schools before working with an 

actor in role.
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The Carpenter from 
‘Alice through the 
looking glass’. In 
the early 19th 
century the wearing 
of paper hats 
became associated with carpenters. 
Later when paper became cheaper 
other trades also adopted the paper hat. 
These included bookbinders, coopers, 
glass blowers, masons, painters, 
wheelwrights, plumbers, soap boilers 
and many others. Paper hats are still 
used today, for instance, in the food 
industry. The Ryedale Folk museum 
has instructions for making paper hats. 
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Air moving beneath the wing 
travels less distance. The 
pressure acting on the lower 
surface is higher than on the 
upper. 
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Air moving over the upper surface has to 
travel further and speeds up, so its 
pressure falls 
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